BRITISH MILITARY STRENGTH
Central Europe. We have already pointed to this
tendency as the most serious danger threatening Great
Britain's economic position, but over and above this
the problem has a military angle because increasing
economic self-sufficiency threatens to blunt what has
always been Great Britain's strongest weapon, namely
her ability to blockade her enemies. Despite all its
superiority on the high seas a British fleet can do very
little against a Central Europe which is largely self-
sufficing and which is able to compensate its deficiencies
partly by accumulating stores and partly by imports
from Eastern and South-Eastern Europe. Under such
circumstances the threat of a blockade loses its force.
Great Britain is no longer in a position to blockade
Central Europe, thereby compelling an offensive after
which she could launch a successful counter-offensive
when Central Europe fell back exhausted on the
defensive. To-day Great Britain could then force her
political will on an economically self-sufficient Germany
independent of sea-borne imports only by a successful
military offensive. However, the prospects of success
for such an undertaking are not very great in view of
the defences which have been built up on the Franco*
German frontier, quite apart from the fact that British
soldiers have always proved better on the defensive than
in the offensive.
In addition, a military attack would be much more
difficult to justify in the eyes of the world than a war
which could be presented as a war of defence. In our
final chapter we shall see that it is a matter of decisive
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